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Dear Ms Emanuel, 

Congratulations to the founding mothers on the fiftieth

anniversary of La Leche League International


It gives me great pleasure to convey my heartiest congratulations to the seven founding mothers on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of La Leche League International, a nongovernmental organization in official relations with the World Health Organization.


I am pleased to note that the League was with WHO and its partners, notably UNICEF, every step of the way in developing the major policy instruments of the last quarter century.  I am of course referring to the League’s participation in the landmark October 1979 Joint WHO/UNICEF Meeting on Infant and Young Child Feeding, which itself was a vital step to formulating and adopting the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes; the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative; and, most recently, the Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding.


I am delighted to note that mothers and children in 69 countries the world over continue to profit daily from the League’s elementary form of self-help and mutual support.  Through you, I would like to extend my warm personal congratulations and feelings of admiration both to the Founding Mothers and to the organization’s entire membership.  May the League’s mission of helping mothers worldwide to breastfeed succeed and prosper.



Yours sincerely,



Dr Denise Costa Coitinho



Director



Nutrition for Health & Development

cc: Director, CAH
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